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Abstract:

Under current climate change projections, the capacity to provide safe drinking water to Australian
communities will be challenged. Part of this challenge is the lack of an adaptive governance strategy that
transcends jurisdictional boundaries to support integrated policy making, regulation, or infrastructural
adaptation. Consequently, some water-related health hazards may not be adequately captured or forecast
under existing water resource management policies to ensure safe water supplies. Given the high degree of
spatial and temporal variability in climate conditions experienced by Australian communities, new strategies
for national health planning and prioritization for safe water supplies are warranted. The challenges facing
public health in Australia will be to develop flexible and robust governance strategies that strengthen public
health input to existing water policy, regulation, and surveillance infrastructure through proactive risk
planning, adopting new technologies, and intersectoral collaborations. The proposed approach could assist
policy makers avert or minimize risk to communities arising from changes in climate and water provisions
both in Australia and in the wider Asia Pacific region.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1010539510397038

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: &

audience to whom the resource is directed

Policymaker

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security

Food/Water Quality: Chemical, Pathogen
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Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Freshwater, Rural, Urban
Geographic Location: &
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Australasia
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Infectious Disease
Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease
Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease
Intervention: ™
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Model/Methodology: X
type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource
Exposure Change Prediction, Other Projection Model/Methodology
Other Projection Model/Methodology: Need for
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children, Elderly, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup
Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Indigenous peoples
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion, Research Article

Resilience: ™
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capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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